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Pratigya Campaign for Gender Equality and Safe Abortion is a

network of individuals and organisations working towards

protecting and advancing women'’s rights and their access

to safe abortion care in India. The Campaign advocates with

governments, organisations and media at the national and

state levels on issues of women's empowerment and

women'’s access to healthcare services. -
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As part of its advocacy strategy, Pratigya Campaign i
engages with the legal fraternity to understand the legal i
landscape around abortion related cases and the current

legal barriers challenging women'’s access to safe abortion

services in India. Through its research on ‘Assessing the
Judiciary’s role in Access to Safe Abortion’, Pratigya Campaign
analysed 194 writ petitions that went before the Supreme Court
and various High Courts between June 2016-April 2019. The
research has informed our advocacy strategy which includes:

Advocacy for amendments to the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 to increase
the gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks, allow
abortion in all rape cases regardless of gestation
due to the associated mental and physical trauma,
allow abortion on request of a woman up to 12
weeks and expand provider base for medical
abortion to include MBBS doctors, AYUSH doctors
and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM)

@ Advocacy for speedy adjudication of abortion Recommendation that the Supreme Court lays
requests by courts, given the time sensitive nature of down a comprehensive jurisprudence that clarifies
pregnancy, and the mental and emotional trauma of the act to ensure justice delivery is consistent
carrying an unintended pregnancy across states and permit all cases under 20 weeks

® Regular tracking of ongoing cases on abortion
going to various courts to study the judicial
trends and patterns in how the courts are
interpreting the law
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